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ABSTRACT

The media is being regarded as the fourth estatthe@frealm, a very important institution and often
plays a key role in current fight against terrot aver the world. The media occupy a position tisat
similar to that of a middleman providing necessifprmation about the affairs of a particular isste

the producers, which is the government and the gépeblic as consumer. Therefore, is susceptible t
manipulation either positively or negatively. Theedia has been accused of contributing in the
worsening state of insecurity and conflicts esdafatn Nigeria due to their pattern of reportage iath
primarily aim at maximizing profit by manipulatindpe audience. More worrisome is the fact that
insurgents, mainly, seek first and foremost to ialate and explore the media for their own selfish
purposes by sending out messages that will incréese publicity. This study therefore, carried an
incisive analysis of the Media and Boko Haram Igsucy in Nigeria, making references to development
in Adamawa State. The major objectives of the sitnclyde: whether or not the media are accomplices
to the aims of the terrorists, who crave cheap joitglto inflict pain. Therefore, it was concludéuht
media should deliberately work to improve uponpéformance criteria so by restoring confidence
reposed on it by the generality of media users thiedmedia should adopt a more positive approach to
newsgathering and reporting. Finally, Boko Harandasther terrorist groups will always continue to be
as long as the government and media fail to miéidatrorists’ exploitation of the news cycle.

Keywords: Media, Terrorism, Boko Haram, Insurgency, Reporting
INTRODUCTION

Around the globe, insurgency has sadly become éribeodefining features of our society today. Eze
(2014) reported that since 1992 when the first Ak@a attack was recorded, countless numbers of
insurgencies have resulted in deaths of millionpexiple and displacement of many. Eze (2014) gbsite
that in the last ten years, over two million peopéve died from terror attacks throughout the world
More than half a million have been orphaned, dsdar seriously injured. According to Anna (2013),
terrorism is basically a media phenomenon; you loak at it as a species of psychological warfare
waged through the media, which means that whilekwew terrorists influence the media, media
coverage also influences terrorists. Terroristsdéfnition, want attention. They commit violentt@¢o
cause fear, terror and disrupt normal life, allie hope of gaining attention for a cause.

According to Ekwueme and Obayi (2012), the Africamtinent has, in the past decade been
assailed with high incidence of terrorism. Suchug like the notorious Al-Shabab in Somalia have
mushroomed over the years to become a potent thoetite stability of the continent. Eze (2014)
observed that one striking factor in today’s insuny throughout the Africa is the growth in the foem
of them with fundamentalist ideology. The ruthledtacks, audacity, sophistication and dexterityhwit
which they operate have taken security operatiwespon in Africa especially by surprise. People are
killed, maimed, kidnapped, displaced and facilitteecked or plundered. The implication of thishait
it has exacerbated poverty, brought massive hum#armg, and destroyed property. The society has
lost confidence in the system and relies on GodHiermercy and protection.

In Nigeria, insurgency involving the Islamic secogp — Boko Haram (the radical Islamic sect,
Jama’atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda’'awati wal-Jihadpeople committed to the propagation of the Proghet’
teachings and Jihad ) come to limelight in 200®rafhe arrest and subsequent murder of the former
leader Late Muhammed Yusuf. Since then howevergtbep have successfully launched attacks that
have claimed lives and properties worth billiondNafira, most of which were attributed to the wag an
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manner in which media handles them (Hamid and Baba4). Popoola (2012) averred that a major
challenge facing journalism in Nigeria today isttbfsurviving the attacks of the Muslim fundamdista
religious sect, the Boko Haram. Nigeria operatgduaal media system in which both the public and
privately owned media exist side-by-side. The mexti@ often referred to as the fourth estate and the
watchdog of the society or the environment whichixist. This implies that the media exists as ayaor

of information (sourcing and disseminating inforima} educational promotion, surveillance, social
enlightenment and mobilization. These functionsteetmedia apart as an important link/factor in the
relationship between the government and the godeand make them a sine qua non to societal growth
and development.

Furthermore, Peresin (2007) asserted that tersorishmely, seek first and foremost to
manipulate and exploit the media for their own ggs by sending messages of violence and thus
gaining mass publicity. On the other hand, natiamlintries by all means also have to include both
national and international media into their couteeorist strategy. Since all those are democratic
countries with free media, it is not likely to expé¢hat the media shall react upon a direct ingaing
request of the country in accordance with the etgiens of the national safety apparatus. The news
media can help terrorists just by reporting theghtful acts to a mass audience (Rather, 2012).

In supporting the above view, Azeez (2009) staled teporting on terrorism presents a number
of dilemmas and paradoxes to journalists, whosgoresibility is to inform the public objectively, ify
and accurately. Thus, there are many unsettlingtoues on the ways the media report terrorism, for
which scholars of mass communication have not foailsblute and definite answers. Such questions
include whether or not the media are accomplicébdg@ims of the terrorists, who crave cheap pitpjic
whether the media are not actually magnifying theedat and fear in people in the way they report
terrorism instead of allaying their fear; and whegthr not the media are really objective and adeura
the way they report terrorism and in their narmtnd framing of terrorists.

Therefore, what is the place of the Nigerian médlithe reportage of Boko Haram insurgency?
Can Nigerian media play any role in resolving thek®-Haram insurgence? These are the complex
guestions that this article attempts to put intespective with the aim of providing a personal y@mt
on how the media has been reporting terrorism igeN&. To achieve the objective of the study, the
following thematic areas were explored:

i. Conceptual clarification of Terrorism

ii. Overview of the Boko Haram sect

iii. The Media and Terrorism in Nigeria

iv. Resolving Boko-Haram Insurgence: the Role eflthedia
V. Approaches to Improving Media Terrorism Repogtag

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION OF TERRORISM

Terrorism is a term used to describe violence bewoharmful acts. Garrison (2004) cited in Eke @01
noted that there is general disagreement amondasshas to the concept of terrorism. It has been
viewed that terrorism is value laden and subjebtidefined in line with the ideological school dfet
individual defining it. Thus, terrorism both as gtiaed and justified by terrorist themselves, ial
used to achieve a specific outcome by using foraéabence on one segment of society with the prima
goal of causing fear in the larger society to melkange in that society.

However, based on the work of Koh (2002) cited ierBatzki (2002), the United Nations
General Assembly offered one definition of terrorithat has apparently been deemed serviceable for
most purposes: criminal acts intended or calculédeprovoke a state of terror in the general pulaic
group of persons or particular persons for politmaposes...whatever the considerations of aipalijt
philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religioor other nature that may be invoked to justign . It
is an unlawful use of force or violence againsspas or property to intimidate or coerce a govemtme
the civilian population, or any segment thereoffurtherance of political or social objectives. TRBI
formulated the following definition of terrorismTerrorism is the unlawful use of force or violence
against persons or property to intimidate or coergevernment, the civilian population, or any segm
thereof, in furtherance of political or social atfjees” (Biernatzki, 2002).

From the above definition, terrorists seek chartgeugh the use of fear and intimidation.
Therefore, specific terrorist tactics are often Eypd to maximize the impact of their activities.
Terrorism is intended to instill terror in a largarget audience and can also be intended to teanre
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supporters. Bozarth (2005) opined that conventiomaifare makes extensive use of psychological
‘warfare’ to amplify its impact and terrorism redi@most exclusively on psychological ‘warfare’ ftsr
intended impact. As a form of unconventional wafdaerrorism is sometimes used when attempting to
force socio-political change by convincing a goveemt or population to agree to demands to avoid
future harm or fear of harm, destabilization ofstixig government, motivating a discontented pojarat

to join a mutiny, escalating a conflict in the hagfeupsetting the status quo, expressing an irgesor
drawing attention to a cause (Eke, 2013).

OVERVIEW OF THE BOKO HARAM SECT

Viewed critically, Boko Haram is a radical, revatrtary Islamic movement that is questioning orthodo
political and economic traditions in Nigeria, bubhieh is most pronounced in the North East part of
Nigeria. The Boko Haram has come to violently csexwith the people as a consequence of the
political confusion in the country that is caused dompetition among the political class. Ahokegh
(2013) argued that the activities of Boko Haranresction in desperation, and being it, it is wrgngl
targeted at those who have no governmental sedogtyument to protect them. However, the group is
making a case against the government it opposas;title government is incapable of discharging its
constitutional responsibility of protecting itsizénry. Arguably, the group raises the consciousmds
Nigerians to the idea that this government is kedaone and should not continue in power. The group
may have started as a front for politicians seekialitical power, the reality now is that it hasamed
the status of a cultural and religious movementablp of drawing sympathy from an angry and
disenchanted Northern Muslim audience, and of ewith great potentials of drumming huge support
from millions of angry and hungry people spreadasrthe Maghreb region where the exclusion from
economic and political contest has been their lot.

Murtada and Ahmad (2014) reported that when theegonent came into action, several
members of the group were arrested in Bauchi, spgantteadly clashes with Nigerian security forces
which led to the deaths of an estimated 700 pedpleing the fighting with the security forces Boko
Haram fighters reportedly used fuel-laden motoreychind bows with poison arrows to attack a police
station. The group's founder and then leader Mohednivusuf was killed during this time while in
police custody. After Yusuf's killing, a new leademerged whose identity was not known at the time
(Murtada and Ahmad, 2014). The sect which is dadflgiknown as Jama’atu Ahli-Sunnah Lidda’awati
Wal-Jihad, had orchestrated series of deadly attacks winake left hundreds of lives dead and
property destroyed. Boko Haram started in Kananuoausari LGA of Yobe state in December 2003,
with a name “Nigerian Taliban” (Kyari, 2014). Muhared Ali, a resident of Saudi Arabia initiated the
movement. He is a member of mufahideen in AfghanisAli initiated Muhammed Yusuf who was the
known leader of boko haram. Boko haram is belietethe Global aspiration, but the grievances are
local. The group exerts influence in the north easNigerian states of Borno, Adamawa state, Kaduna
state, Bauchi state, Yobe state and Kano stateordiowy to Nossiter, (2012) the group conducted its
operations more or less peacefully during the festen years of its existence. That changed in 2009
when the Nigerian government launched an investiganto the group's activities following reportsat
its members were arming themselves. Prior to that,government repeatedly ignored warnings about
the increasingly militant character of the orgatisg including that of a military officer.

Hamid and Baba (2014) asserted that these attathshvstarted in July, 2009 when the
Nigerian Police started investigating the sectlofeing reports that it was arming itself, have gone
sophisticated with bomb detonation every now arghtiThe sect which opposes Western education,
culture, modern science and democracy was forme80®2 by Muhammad Yusuf in Maiduguri.
However, Ekwueme (2011) cited in Popoola (2012heQroup came into existence in the 1960s but
only started to draw attention in 2002. Mohammedufibecame its leader in the same year. In 2004, it
moved to Kanamma, Yobe state where it set up adskl 'Afghanistan’ from where it attacked nearby
police stations, killing police officers." Popoola012) observed that for strategic operational arss
Yusuf extended the operations of the group to Magidi) Borno state, in 2009 where he attacked and
killed several political and religious leaders dwit families, especially, those who had openly
condemned or criticized Boko Haram'’s activities.

To support the above view, Hamid and Baba (2014présd the group have evolved from
various efforts by extremists elements dating kacthe 1940s though the end of the 1990s that sough
to radicalize various segments of northern Nigesgpecially the North-East. The late Muhammad Yusuf
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was said to have taken over the leadership afeedéiparture of Abubakar and indoctrinated the weht

his own teaching which he claimed were based oitypaind Shari’a Law. Shortly after his takeover, he
commenced what many described as “Intensive Merhlgeidobilization” after his first release from
police custody in November, 2008 in Maiduguri. Thitensive mobilization recorded a huge success
(Hamid and Baba, 2014). Ekwueme (2011) cited inoddtp (2012) further claims that the group
exploited the country’s dysfunctional school systimat is plagued with numerous strikes by teachers,
widespread youth unemployment, and a high prevalefdlliteracy. It group also exploits the absence
of an effective security system in the country.

There have been harsh criticisms of the grouptéotampaign of violence and blood, with some
describing the group as a bunch of anarchists. élbascisms sometimes come with blind rage that it
often makes constructive engagement difficult toosive and suggesting that a solution would only
come when the group has been exterminated. The drasi been growing in ambition and capability. It
initially targeted the northern states of Baucthori®, Kano and Yobe, but began to operate furtfielda
in late 2010, when it bombed buildings in Jos. @nahd 17 April 2013, Nigerian forces launched a
counterinsurgency operation against Boko Haramhéntbwn of Baga in Borno state. This led to the
destruction of more than 2,200 buildings, mainlymes, and caused many people to flee, but
humanitarian access has been limited since. Thewimlg month, Boko Haram launched a large-scale
attack on the town of Bama, also in Borno stateyliich 55 people were killed. In May 2013, formal
President Jonathan declared a state of emergencBommo, Yobe and Adamawa states after
acknowledging that Boko Haram had taken contrgdats of Borno. One of the most deadly attacks of
Boko Haram included the kidnapping of over 250sgfrbm their school in Chibok, and recent bombing
of Abuja market in October, 2015 (Obalonye, 2015).

THE MEDIA AND TERRORISM IN NIGERIA

The greatest security challenge facing Nigerianegoment today is the imposing impunity of terrorist
activities of the Boko Haram, an Islamic fundaméstdased in Northern Nigeria. It is on recordttha
casualty figure of over 10,000 people dead and npawmple injured, with millions of Naira worth of
properties destroyed. The traditional responsiéditof the mass media in conscientising the soaety
every circumstance and situation are enormous, afitd have far reaching implications. Any organised
society, government or institution which takes thedia for granted does so at its own peril. Thesmas
media often plays a key role in today's fight agaiterror all over the world. The media has enough
potential and can contribute effectively to corfliesolution and reconciliation.

However, Popoola (2012) says that insurgence anflictas the bread and butter of journalism. It
provides ready-made material for media men to épMedia audiences are usually excited to read
detailed stories on how events unfolded. In the@se, media houses increase their profit mardins. |
commonly claimed that terrorists and the media Hmhefit from high levels of media attention to
terrorism (Hoffman, 2006). From the above statemierns$ clear that Boko Haram insurgent in Nigeria
gain from media attention that communicates theialg and grievances to a wider audience. This
perspective holds that insurgent and media outlaiee a symbiotic relationship in which both can
benefit from media attention to insurgency. 1go81@) asserted that media do not hype insurgence,
professional journalists argue that insurgencynigngortant public policy issue and deserves sulisia
coverage from the media. Norms of professionalrjalism including objectivity and balance limit
media outlets’ willingness to exploit insurgencyinorease their audience share and lead them welev
substantial attention to the views of governmentenvcovering episodes of political violence (lgoe,
2010). Hamid and Baba (2014) asserted that in tiegofundamental events such as insurgence,
adequacy of coverage is no doubt demanded. Theisnédia owe the public an expedient responsibility
not just to report such developments, but to adetyigive such account. The core responsibilityhef
media is the surveillance function. Here, Hamid Batla (2014) observed that the media are expeated t
bring to the consciousness of the public impendiaggers. This function places a demand on the media
to cover, analyze and report significant developih@rithin and outside a given society.

However, as noted by Peresin (2007), insurgentilmaeek first and foremost to manipulate
and exploit the media for their own purposes bydsen messages of violence and thus gaining mass
publicity. According to Peresin (2007), the majpraf experts justly call the contemporary terrorism
mass media oriented terrorism. This is becausanlysing insurgent activities, one may notice that
the majority of cases they are carried out pregigelorder to draw the attention of the internatibn
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media. The modern technologies have made it pesfiblsmall insurgent groups to use the mass media
as a powerful gun, in such a way the mass mediesén the interests of terrorists, against its ovilh
(Peresin, 2007). More so, Sharifi (2015) argueat thsurgents have recognize that the media ista fa
paced industry where interest in stories is lostldy. This spurs them on to even more novel and
gruesome attacks in order to keep their presentkeirmedia, and by extension, in the public debate.
Sharifi (2015) suggested that insurgents are likg @her organization; they are constantly updating
their methods, creating new styles, keeping thdipufiterested in their deeds. This has posed ssrio
challenges for security forces and policymakerstgdeet Thatcher, British Prime Minister from 1979 t
1990, paid specific attention to this effect bylioglthe media the “oxygen” of terrorists (MullSpaaij
and Ruitenberg, 2003). According to Margaret Thatcthe solution to this problem is simple. Thatche
suggested the media simply not pay any attenticert@rist acts and refrain from reporting them. By
withholding the “oxygen” in this way, she contendedrrorism would die. Walter (1978) cited in
Biernatzki (2002) says that insurgents recognizt their best route to public recognition is thrbug
appealing to traditional news values: drama, confind tragedy, as fueled by competition among the
media.

In Nigeria, studies have shown that the Nigeriadiaméave not fared well in this regard. Okpara
(2010) cited in Hamid and Baba (2014) observed tiatNigerian media are yet to effectively play the
surveillance function of the media in their repgeaof insurgency. He contended that this led to the
unabated insurgent activities in Nigeria. The Nigermedia have not done well in discharging their
surveillance role, particularly in the Boko-Haramisis. In reporting daily occurrences, including th
outbreak of conflicts, the media despite the owmerpattern are generally expected to display & rea
sense of objectivity. They must ensure balancefaindess in their reports; this implies that theiport
must be free from bias. To guarantee this, alli@arhvolved must be given equal attention. Stomesst
not be one-sided. Facts must be separated fronmooginConsequently, Popoola (2012) averred that the
government sees the media men as unpatriotic andnmunitted to the national interest, peace and
stability of the country. The belief of the goveramt is that journalists’ surveillance of societypshl be
comprehensive and that they should, therefore, iffeemation that could lead to the arrest of bkt
members of Boko Haram. This notion is apparentlyficmed by the fact that almost every day there is
news about activities of this sect in the pressn&ames, it is as if they enjoy more publicity thiue
government. While Boko Haram is allegedly killingujnalists for giving information to security
agencies, government is accusing the media ofeiogtpatriotic (Popoola, 2012).

Furthermore, Igoe (2010) asserted that the new angdich as blogs, content farms, and social
networks linked to traditional media outlets infhee coverage of insurgency. Igoe (2010) also opined
that this issue is increasingly important as thdiences and “news holes” of traditional media dexin
size and as more people rely on new media for reevdsinformation. More so, for Weimann (2012),
insurgent groups use social media platforms likétfBwy Facebook, YouTube, and internet forums to
spread their messages, recruit members and gattediigence. Weimann (2012) noted that insurgent
groups take to social media because social medla twe cheap and accessible, facilitate quickadbro
dissemination of messages, and allow for unfettecdmunication with an audience without the filter
or selectivity of mainstream news outlets. Alsaigbmedia platforms allow insurgent groups to eyega
with their networks.

Agba (2007) argues that the media should go batkea@oncept of journalism in public interest
to be able to discharge its proper role in timegrifes. It is the position of this paper to stifiat to
achieve the above objective, the mass media inrMigeeeds to solve its internal problem of cohesion
and integration; for there are as many media hoasethere are many political interests. There are
therefore, external and internal obstacles in #wization of the positive role of the media insthi
insurgence era. In all, it is argued that the medguire a political ideology that guarantees foradf
speech and access to information.

RESOLVING BOKO-HARAM INSURGENCE, THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA

It is also an acknowledged fact that the mass mbdi a very important role to play in tackling
insurgence and to serve the goal of national dewedémt. This is because the mass media is desaibed
a pivot of social interaction, seeking to use tlsver of mass information to solve the problem of
national cohesion and integration, which are boitfical to the growth of healthy society (Agba, 200
Among the impediments to mass media reportage tefthat breed insecurity, especially insurgent are
lack of research and investigation, people’s ralnce to supply information on terrorists, fear efnlg
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attacked by terrorists, self censorship for feawiofimization, lack of insurance policy for jouliss,
poor remuneration, security threats and lack okessdo the scene of insurgent acts (Nwabueze and
Ebeze, 2013).

However, the Nigerian mass media and its pracgtisrare often confronted with the problem
of freedom, restrictive regulations, legal limitats, decrees, and a host of other ways of gagfieg t
media and till date, the freedom of informationl id yet to be passed. According to Iruonagbe,
Imhonopi and Ahmadu (2013), the Nigerian politisgstem has employed various measures to curb the
political communication activities of the media.€Be include subsidies to manipulable publishers and
broadcast, favoritism in the allocation of tightdgntrolled paper stocks and newsprint, manipulatibn
access to news, limitation to what may be publisloedbroadcast, threats of incarceration and
proscription, the frequent use of treason and ieediaws to control media output, the shielding of
sensitive government proceedings, and the protectiavhat are regarded as individual reputatiorss an
privacy. In another hand, the media in exercistagrieedom of expression and sharing of information
the media has had running battles with those intiposof authority; security agencies in particular
According to Shettima (2015), security agenciesstestrategies aimed at fighting insurgents buse¢he
strategies end up being disclosed by the mediaaand result, these steps are killed by these media
reports despite enormous human and material resetinat might have been put in by security agencies
overtime. Shettima (2015) also observed that inescases, deployments made to haunt insurgents get
reported, thus giving insurgents clues about nunalbdyoots coming after them, sometimes including
telling the world the routes being taken by troopkis according to him makes insurgents in turns to
prepare to ambush troops.

Apart from these instances, certain avoidable tepgive undue superiority to Boko Haram
which boosts their confidence and disorganized candars of Boko Haram rely on the media to reach
their fighters. For example, In April 2015, Shetir(?015) noted that a national and respected media
house reported that leader of Boko Haram Abubakek&u was calling on his followers to continue
fighting and do not relent in their struggles. Heee these instances above do not indicate that the
media has not helped in the fight against the geoee. As reported by Shettima (2015), the medsa ha
done far more positive things than posing somelehgés. For example, he noted that journalist often
sacrifice their lives in an attempt to expose atitis of insurgents. He concluded by stating thatlia
remains a hero in the fight against insurgency.

Therefore, it is the position of this paper tha thedia performed the following roles in the
fight against the insurgence:

i. The media convey information to the people aecusity agencies with a view to letting them
know some of the activities of insurgents throug¥estigative journalism.

ii. The media assist in the articulation and pursiéithe national interest especially as it regard
insurgence activities.

iii. To provide informed criticism and viable altetives to public policies on security
matters.
iv. The media monitor the performance of governmesturity agencies and other concerned

agencies, with a view to preventing their deviatitom clearly stated objectives. For example,
prevention of human right abuses in the coursbaif bperations.

V. The media plays advocacy role in speaking oatresg societal ills and vices and recommending
practical solutions to problems.

Therefore, to achieve these ends, the media mustebe, and must itself perform as an agent of
development and nation-building. The Nigerian meshauld be commended for not wavering in this
role since the inception of Boko Haram onslaugh?009. Though Eze (2014) opined that concerns are
raised that only horrible statistics of the deaglried, attacked, kidnapped or houses burnt ated@ait
often for public consumption. The media is therefoharged to up genuine sensitization effort ontgaf
precautions to apply in this perilous time. It skiooe able to sway the society to give undiluteppsut

and reliable information to the government and ggcagencies in this fight.

APPROACHESTO IMPROVING MEDIA TERRORISM REPORTAGE

As posited by Nwabueze and Ebeze (2013), the nwdiahe general public must rise to the challenge
of combating rising insecurity in the nation by erling on communication based approaches that
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would effectively stigmatize such acts in the spci®hile the journalists and other media workems a
urged to engage in responsible journalism commitbechrds discouraging the acts of insecurity in the
nation, the public should step-up the use of aitszer civic journalism through the mass media asp

of complementing media workers’ role in exposind anmbating insecurity in the nation.

In supporting the above view, Shettima (2015) adgirat the challenges posed by the media in
exposing security strategies is because the sgcagéncies have refused to take the media into
confidence. Shettima (2015) claimed that worst akistone in authority can make is to disregard or
underrate the capacity of a journalist to know wthatman in authority tries to hide. Therefore, l@agy
as you want to hide, the journalist wants to exppdSkettima (2015) concluded by stating that it lest
approach to take a journalist into confidence bgating him or her as a partner rather than an aaton

The media, on its part, must respect such confeleMedia practitioners should be more
constructive in their critical appraisal of actiolaken by individuals or groups, including govermine
officials, especially when such actions are presiitoebe in the national or public interest. Furthere,
neither the mass media nor the government shouidveeas if it has a monopoly of understanding and
in protecting the national interest. Both governimefficials and media practitioners are bound bg th
constitution to protect the interest of the nataord both should work together in this regard.

To effectively perform its role, the Media mustibdependent. This does not mean absence of
government involvement but rather that the Mediausth be given the freehand to perform within the
ethics of the profession even when they are owngegbrivate individuals. Finally, the Media must
deliberately work to improve upon its performanciéecia so that it can restore the confidence redos
in it by the generality of media users and the meshould adopt a more positive approach to
newsgathering. It should take greater pains tostigate reports and should avoid the temptation to
regard as gospel truth whatever comes from top rgovent officials who should always be held
accountable for their actions. Such accountabitityst include being asked to account for unfulfilled
promises made to the people.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Media (especially social media) attention is onetlsd most important vehicles for terrorists to
communicate with their audiences. It is free, i@y broadcasts their capabilities, and throughiejed
terrorists can easily gain recognition. It alsonferan important platform for terrorist groups tddao
their political objectives. Without capturing amg, the terrorist group would have no place in gui
political debates. Airtime is oxygen for terrorisiéigeria has no doubt witnessed and is still vagieg
several forms of internal security disturbancegwery corner of the nation. One of such insecusty
occasioned by the Boko Haram insurgency devast#timgorth east part of Nigeria. Since the inceptio
of the group, however, the group have successfallynched attacks that have claimed lives and
properties worth billions of Naira, most of whiclere attributed to the way and manner in which media
handles them (Hamid and Baba, 2014). The mass raegliadlamed in several occasions on inflaming the
conflict, particularly regarding the nature of theeportage. Sharifi (2015) observed that the jalists
have not fully grasped how much terrorists bengfim exploiting their reporting. Sharifi (2015)
believed that journalists, who are at the forefrafittoday’s information warfare, must maintain
impartiality and independence in the midst of cotimge and diverse narratives. They must also
remember that serving the public interest is thienalte goal of their daily work. Parity in theimpm@rting
has never been as vital as it is now.

To counteract this dangerous cycle, Nigerian gowent spokespeople must always be
available and accessible to the media so that &oiabfversion of events is broadcasted. It takes
journalists hours to get the government’'s statemafter an attack. In today's world of instant news
where the Boko Haram insurgence use cell phonegtefwYouTube and other social media to spread
their messages instantly, the government is faliebind. The Boko Haram and other terrorist groups
will always be on the winning side as long as tlewegnment and media fail to mitigate terrorists’
exploitation of the news cycle. Only with a quinkd robust presence in the media and proactivetgffo
to lead the narratives can the government effdgtideprive terrorists of maintaining ascendancyhie
information landscape (Sharifi, 2015).

It is recommended by this paper that there is atgreed for the media to improve on training
and professionalism to enable journalists do thairk more effectively. Therefore, regular workshops
on reporting terrorism, conflict reporting, jourizah ethics, mass media in a multi-cultural society,
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professionalism in journalism, among other topics assential to continually keep media workers
abreast with trends in mass media use in combatisecurity in Nigeria. This would ensure that the
mass media are not used to worsen the problensetimity due to lack of knowledge on how to handle
this specialized journalism area.

Journalists or reporters should not allow theirspaal views and emotions as well as ethnic,
religious political and ideological sentiments tdfluence their reports on conflicts as such may tcal
guestion the credibility of the reports and putrthiges at risk. Finally, this study recommendasttithe
moral duty of journalism should be maintained. Ehigglude that every journalist is to have reserct
the truth and to publish or prepare for publicatimy the truth to the best of his knowledge arat the
duty of the journalist to publish only facts, nevwersuppress such facts as he knows, never tdyfalsi
either to suit his own purposes or any other puEpos
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