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ABSTRACT

All African nations are often said to be unintegrated and that their main problem to political development,
stability, good governance and national securityis the integration of their peoples and a creation of the sense
of national identity in them. This lack of national integration caused by the absence of national identity now
poses the problems of corruption, instability, and insecurity which challenge the very existence of the
Nigerian state. And the inability of the Nigerian government to address these challenges portrays the country
as a failed state before the international community. This paper examines the concepts of national
integration and national identity as they relate to the Nigerian state; the problems posed by it absence to the
Nigerian state and what should be done to solve these problems if the Nigerian state is to remain united,
strong, secure and democratic.
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INTRODUCTION

Integration following Parson’s (1956) analysis ilwes the creation of society to solidarity and
institutionalization of patterns of social intefiact; ensuring that rules and regulations that defire patterns
of interaction and the means of achieving desigyare accorded their legitimacy within the slgyatem

or a society.There are certain implications thaarabterise societal integration. Firstly, the qoestof
societal solidarity and the existence of normafiemework which presupposes in turn the existerfce o
shared cognitive orientation in the process of aloiciteraction. Put in other words, in every sogidor
effective societal integration to be achieved, peapust be aware of, or share knowledge of botlir the
historical past and culture which makes it possibtehem to adapt to, and manipulate the situatom also
plan for the future.

Shared cognitive orientation more or less defiree ghrameter of social interaction by making acd#pta
norms and the sanctioning of deviant behaviour rimgdu. This means that when people engage in kocia
interaction, they can more or less anticipate thesequences of their actions. In Nigeria, this ragive
framework is seemingly absent as well as shareditieg orientation. Making societal integration aphill
task. This paper examines to what extent the alsehthese factors have adversely affected therNige
state and what should be done to redress thisgarobl
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STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

The various ethno-religious conflicts that have évalted Nigeria, the unending militant and terroris
activities in all geo-political zones in the coynare said to have been caused by the absencdiohala
identity and integration. So also is the prolonggdorist insurgency by the Boko Haram group addtins
rest of the nation being blamed on the absenceatidmal identity on the part of the citizens and kbaders

of the country. If the citizens have cultivatedesse of national identity and are proud to be Négerthe
terrorists would have been defeated and expungedfdbe country. And if the nation is integratée war

on terror would have been over for a very long tiffikese assertions by Nigerian therefore lead ¢o th
examination of the concepts: “national integratiand “national identity” — their meanings, and wbatises
their presence or absence within a polity; the lemmis associated with them; and ways of creating and
preserving national identity and integration in &lig to enhance unity and good governance in thatop

NATIONAL INTEGRATION

According to Weiner (1965), integration refers ke tprocess of bringing together culturally and albgi
discrete groups into a single territorial unit ahd establishment of a national identity. Integnatas used in
this context assumes the existence of an ethnipallal society in which each group is charactetibg its

own language, religion, arts, and other self-camsicultural qualities. National integration theref refers
specifically to the problem of creating a sensdeofitorial nationality, which overshadows or elitates
subordinate parochial loyalties.

Secondly, Weiner (1965) sees the concept as eshaigi a national central authority over sub-ordinat
political units or regions, which may or may notrmde with distinct cultural or social groups. Bt has
to do with the subjective feelings which individsiddelonging to different political units have todsrthe
nation. National integration therefore refers te tibjective control which the central authority loagr the
entire territory under its claim of jurisdiction.

Thirdly, the concept refers to the problem of limdithe people (the ruled) with the government (tiers).
What is implied here is the existence of gap betwd® government and the people. This gap could be
shown in the form of disparity in aspirations aralues between the ruling elites and the masses. dthi
course leads to the disintegration of the sociketlis gap cannot be peacefully bridged by thengukglites.

An instance is where Nigerians are asking for nfaes for their vehicles while the minister recomrden
bicycle for them as means of transportation.

Fourthly, the concept is used to show the minimwatue consensus necessary to maintain a social.order
These may be values concerning justice, equity,dérability of economic development as a goad, th
sharing of common history and symbols, and in ganan agreement as to what constitutes desirafde a
undesirable social ends. The value may also centreeans, that is, on the instrumentalities andquiores

for the achievement of goals and for resolving botst Here, the problem is with the legal norntse t
legitimacy of the constitutional framework, and theans by which it should operate. It centres airdele

and undesirable conduct.

Finally, there is the need of an integrated behavamong the people of the political system ordapacity
of the people to organise for a common purpose.aButioperative behaviour cannot be possible incalso
system if certain sections of the system feel nmaigied or are actually marginalised by the rediyosome
groups.

NATIONAL IDENTITY

National identity refers to the felling of attachmien individual has to his or her country, its gawment
and people. It is the individual's identificationitiv the political system. It is a feeling of notithg
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marginalised in the scheme of things. A sense tibnal identity starts with the individual askingnself
guestions and answering them. These questions are:

1. Whatis my nation?

2. What kind of naton is it?

3. Do lreally belong to it?

4. How deep or ambiguious is this sense of belonging?

According to Verba (1968), national identity hasdtmwith the peoples’ belief that they really arembers
of a particular society, that is, the extent to ebhthey consider themselves as members of themstite.
National identity does not really deal merely witle individual's physical location of himself inparticular
place, but includes self identity — a psychologaishchment. It is only when one lives within aetand has
the feeling or sense of belonging to it that one rightly say that one has a sense of nationatiigyen

Verba (1965) distinguished two kinds of identityhiis discussion on of national identity.

1. Vertical identification which deals with the indildual’'s esnse of attachment to his political unit —
the country, the state, local government, the gélaand the governments at these levels; and éor th
symbols of the government or the state.

2. Horizontal identificationwhich deals with the indival’'s sense of intergration and identification
withother people who inhabit the political systdindeals with the extent to which the individuals
identify with each other as members of the saméeggcand also the extent to which they have
trust and confidence in their fellow citizens.

Some cultures and groups have much more favouxadle of some cultures than others. The limit ofstru
and confidence in fellow citizens also sets linbdshe extent one can interact freely with othard huild
confident political relationships. Hostilities thase outside ones group signifies that inter-groompflicts
exist in the system as has been the case with idiggtay. Each group has been on the other grabpist.
Though it is possible for one to have a differeistwof another group quite different from his owrogp’s
view about that group.

CAUSES OF LACK OF NATIONAL IDENTITY AND INTEGRATION

In most African nations and indeed Nigeria, lacknattional identity is caused by ethnic and cultural
differences. Ethnic and cultural differences weoe taken into consideration during the scrambleXfiica
and the partitioning of Africa by the western posvirat colonised Africa. This has made most etgrocips
not to submit themselves to be ruled by men of rotifilees, races or religion because they beliea¢ dioing

so implies submitting to oppression, degradatiath exclusion from the moral community as infericogps

or persons whose opinions, attitudes and valuesmtoount.

In places where politics involves a high level afagonism among groups with opposing political \Seas
Nigeria, there is the likelihood that there woule \ery bad impression of trust worthiness of indiingls
when they are considered in political terms. PeggidObasanjo’s civil administration in Nigeria dexh
doubts in the minds of Nigerians, especially whemwanted a third term in office. He was no longke,
“OBASANJO: THE PRESIDENT WE CAN TRUST” as one ofhiampaign slogans exhibited. This distrust
grew in magnitude with his selection of the latedfdent Ya'radua as his successor amidst the cfgubf
play by the entire northern population and elit€bis distrust also manifested in the reluctancethef
northern elements within the corridors of powerrtake public, the health conditions of the late ey
Y’adua, and to allow President Y’adua’s deputy ro@luck Jonathan to take over the mantle of ledwjers
in Nigeria in the absence of the President. So wB®the ex-president Goodluck Ebele Jonathan’stemb
to run for a second time as the presidential catdidf the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP).
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Sense of confidence in others is very important tf@ maintenance of stable political system. Unless
individuals trust their fellow citizens, irrespeiof their ethnic group affiliation and or religiothey would

be unwilling to hand over political power to theipponents. The Northern Region in Nigeria regretted
having done that —allowing the power base of th@nao shift to the Western Region and to the Bout
South Regions of the country. Thus, they stooddgobehind President Muhammadu Buhari’'s All Peoples
Congress (APC) in the last presidential electioNigeria, though the Peoples Democratic Party igelNa
had outlived its usefulness in Nigeria as a pdlltiparty — a critical reason for its loss of thel20
presidential election in Nigeria.

When there is a sense of trust and confidence anf@ngeople, they would engage in peaceful conipetit
with those of opposing political views and allowethlternation of power among competing groups and
elites. Unless the dangers of such competition atetnation of power is too great for the rulinggp to
bear. This was in fact one of the reasons why tirulment of the June 12,1993 Presidential eledtion
Nigeria by General lbrahim Babangida military adisiiration; and the northern opposition to Chief
Obasanjo’s and Dr.Goodluck Jonathan’s third ternids in Nigeria; and the exclusion of the Ibos fridm
mainstream of Nigerian politics since after the eMign civil war made the Ibos the target of evethne-
religious conflict in the Northern Region.

A sense of confidence in others is very importatause if there is general lack of confidence amst in
the ruler and non-identification with the governmehthe day, the rulers will have to get obedietwéheir
wishes by force even if such force is destabilizMéhen this happens in a state, it would be vefficdit if
not impossible to develop a sense of identificationational identity.

THE IMPACTS OF THE ABSENCE OF NATIONAL IDENTITY AND INTEGRATION ON
NATIONAL SECURITY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE

In Nigeria the formation of a sense of nationalniity has been an up-hill task because it involtres
alteration of primordial loyalties and rapid devmioent of political consciousness among a politicall
unconscious people. Often this alteration creatiesi® cleavages between the various ethnic grolibs
leads to national symbols to vie with local or &tilsymbols. This also leads to divided loyaltied &yalty
to sub-national units becomes primary. This probbEmomes acute when national boundaries are ddfiyed
ethnic, linguistic, religious and cultural boundsrias is the case with Nigerians and all othercAfrinations.

Since the creation of this sense of national idgmsi being championed by the ruling elites of tlious
groups in the country, the sense of national ity the members of the various groups becomdsdait
(Verba, 1968).

1. It focuses on the personality of the charismaticléess;

2. It focuses on emotionally charged symbols

And when these happen, the sense of national tglghtis created is fragile, rejected on the oreed, fades
when the symbols and personalities are no longgettPersonality crises result from the vacum theated
by the exit of the personalities. In Nigeria, sircmdonial days till date, this sense of nationantity has
been more or less focused on the personalitieseofuling elites of the various ethnic groups as/therve
more or less as symbols of national unity and irztiégn.

Finally the call for the development of a sensaational identity creates a feeling of lack of sghfidence
or self-esteem on the people that have not develiifecause:

1. They are uncertain of their national boundariesheare part of them and who are not. They ask
themselves the question: “are we members of the saiety? “Why don”t they do like us?”
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They do not comprehend the meaning of nationaltigeas such they ask themselves the questions:
“What do they want from us ?” “Why must we abandone old ways of doing things?” “Why must
we cooperate with them?™Have they been cooperatiit us?” “We can get along alone, why
can't they stay on their own and leave us alone?”

The people do not know the scope of their iderftégice they ask the questions: “What is expected
of us?” “What shall we get in return?” “For how pwill it last?” “What shall we do if we are not
comfortable in this arrangement?” “To what extdrdlswe agree to be one?”

It is because the various ethnic groups in Nigeldanot have ready and convincing answers to these
questions that the nation is still unintegrated pads of the questions have come to the foreearfdhms of:

aprwNE

Application of the Sharia law in some states

Terrorist insurgencies

The cry for resource control by some states

The call for sovereign national conference by uasiethnic nationalities in the country.
The secessionist tendencies in some parts of tingigo

There is the need for the citizens of the countripdve a sense of national identity or a senseslohiging
and a feeling of attachment to the nation for tiilofving reasons:

a.

Without this feeling of belonging to the nationwibuld be extremely difficult for the government to
effectively rule the country, maintain its authgriand apply rules and regulations within the
country.

The legitimacy of the regime would be questioneddmye of the people and groups.

The citizens of the country cannot unite for a canrpurpose, face a common enemy or solve a
national problem collectively. This is why the Boktaram insurgency has lasted longer than
necessary.

The citizens of the country cannot embark on pldrared coordinated development programmes in
the country because the citizens do not see theessabk a people with a common goal and destiny.
Ethnic sentiments are strong in the country becafisiee lack of national identity. There is always
the tedndency for local groups to assert theirllowdependence and exhibit secessionst tendencies
as has been the case with the eastern states obtingry — the Movement for the Actualization of
the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB); and the Broent for the Survival of Ogoni People
(MASOP); the Boko Haram in the north and the OdtsieSmovement in the west.

As national identity is lacking, the attempts bye thuling groups toestablish a strong central
government often provokes ethnic sentiments thiitt@ajuestion the legitimacy and authority of
the government

The absence of national identity weakens the gewental structures and institutions thereby
creating national crises and political intsability.

Lack of national identity has caused some govertsniarthe country (federal, state and local) to be
detached from the people, acting by themselvesf@nthemselves. Thus government has become
an avenue for personal enrichment because the goéophot give the necessary supports to it, or
guestion the rationale for certainnational poli@es actions.

It is only when people have a sense of belonging nation that the survival of the political system
is possible. It is only then that the country carviare any type of crisis.

A sense of national identity restrains the emergeoictotalitarian regimes because everyone is
interested in the affairs of the state and the pdslof their conduct.
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WAYS OF CREATING AND PRESERVING NATIONAL INTEGRATION AND IDENTITY IN
NIGERIA

For Nigeria to be integrated to the extent thatditigens would have a sense of national identiitg, federal
government should take very seriously the callH®yvarious ethnic groups for the convocation oéauine
sovereign national conference and implement themetendations of the conference. This conference
among other things will fashion out a new geopaditiarithmetic formulae for the nation and ushetrire
federalism in the country.

The conference would also allow the various ethrdtionalities to voice out their hopes, aspiratiansl
fears in the corporate existence of Nigeria andeeagon how all the ethnic nationalities will co-éxis
peacefully and have the true feelings and sensmtbdnal identity. The sovereign national confeeemgll
also discuss the “national question”. The criesrésource control by the various ethnic natioregioes to
buttress the need for the discussion of the ndtigmestion by the various ethnic groups in the tourit is
believed that the problems, injustices and ineqga#tyociated with revenue allocation can be sollesligh
the discussion of the national question.

The vast majority of the citizens of this countigvk always reduced the national question to coictiads
and antagonism between the various ethnic natite®gin the country. In order words, they see thgomal
guestion in terms of inter-ethnic hostilities onBut the national question is far bigger and maveglex
than this. The national question is big compleyalitical, economic, ideological, legal and otheoldems
that arise during a people’s struggle for liberatend for favourable internal and external condgidor
further development; and also in the course ofbdistsing equal, friendly relations between peoples.

The national question is always subordinate tontlan problem of the socio-economic developmentef t
society, and has a different content and signifieaat various stages of a peoples’ development. As
Ismagilova(1978) pointed out, the national questimtudes the abolition of all forms of ethnic opgsion
and ethnic inequality. It involves the establishinehreal equality, friendship, and fraternal co@ti®n
between peoples. This must be discussed to bringtamuity and justice in the allocation of theiowis
resources to create the sense of belonging orethigles of the country and to foster national irsaégn.

It is only when the various groups and peoples Ha tountry are involved in the formulation of
governmental policies and their implementation, gefair share of the nation’s resources, and ate no
considered as peoples whose values, opinions atidge do not matter in the country that they caltivate

the necessary sense of belonging and identity thlr fellow citizens and the governments at alkls; and
work in unity toward the building of a united artdosig nation-state in which all will be proud todoey.
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