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Abstract

This paper argues that Nigeria's Fourth Republiclitmal parties have failed to contribute
fundamentally to the country's democracy. Thougtentds credence to the widely held believe that
political parties are essential elements in demécratates, it contends that Nigeria's Fourth Rdjmub
political parties lack the necessary traits thatul enable them make crucial inputs to democratic
sustenance. As a conceptual paper, the methodadodgscriptive. Through the use of secondary data
like textbooks and relevant journal articles, thappr undertook a scholarly exploration of Nigerian
political parties from First to Fourth Republic anthveiled the bottlenecks that hamstring them from
carrying out their democratic roles. The paper coes with suggestions on ways of repositioning
Nigerian political parties.
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Introduction

Nigeria's return to democratic rule on May 29 19%&ked a political watershed in the country's isto
This is not because it was her first attempt ahmming democratic rule, but because the transition
period was protracted and tortuous. Both Genelatshim Babangida and Sani Abacha who midwifed
the transition programmes in the aborted Third Répunurtured self-succession agenda and failed to
liberalize the political landscape. They orchestiahe activities of political parties to suit tiatention.
While the political logjam that was precipitated ttne annulment of June 12 1993 presidential elestio
forced Babangida out of power, Abacha sudden demiskine 1998 ended his transition time-table
before completion.

Even though political parties have proliferatedNiigeria since Abdulsalami successfully handed over
power to a democratically elected government in919eir character and operations leave mucteto b
desired. They are faced with a plethora of conttaatis which negate their roles in Nigeria's deraticr
project. Some of these challenges include (but mestricted to) lack of ideology, absence of
institutionalized parties, manipulation of ethnjciand religion by the elites, political violence,
godfatherism and profound lack of intraparty deraogr

Political parties are veritable and indispensab#itutions in democratic societies. The roles thiay
are fundamental to the workings of democracy. Theks include interest articulation and aggregmstio
ensuring popular participation through their intdrractivities, electoral participation, political
socialization and national integration. By carrymg these roles, political parties can make inputhe
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quest for democratic sustenance. When politicaltigmr perform their roles effectively, their
institutionalization is assured and by implicatioiemocracy would be sustained. The roles of palitic
parties in democracies can, therefore, not be aesterated.

There has been some degree of intellectual reticencthe interface between political parties are th
quest for democratic sustenance in Nigeria. Whair@ninent in the extant literature is the role of
political parties in the consolidation of democréeyther political settings, especially in Latinm&rica

and Europe such as Portugal, Spain and Greecécytarty in the years following the overthrow of
hitherto authoritarian regimes (Dix 1992, Omotod2). This research gap is addressed, in a modest
manner by this paper.

The critical argument of this paper is that Nigeripolitical parties have been characterized by

monumental defects which negate their potentialdetepen democratic ethos, norms and values. Their
ability to guarantee democratic sustenance deppridsipally on the readiness of the stakeholders to

reposition them for enviable performance in therBloRepublic and beyond. The analyses of the themes
of this study were done under introduction, litaratreview, discussion/findings and conclusion.

Literature Review

A political party is generally defined as a groupimividuals working together to achieve common
goals by controlling all or part of the governméBpstein 1967; Robertson 1976; Sartori 1976). More
often than not, the ruling party dictates who wilh governmental institutions and how the societal
resources will be allocated. According to Ware @99 " a political party is an institution that (sg¢eks
influence in a state, often by attempting to occppgitions in government, and (b) usually considts
more than a single interest in the society anatonesdegree attempts to "aggregate interests".

Functions of political parties: Political parties exist in both democratic andhatitarian regimes.
Their major functions include: legitimation of tipolitical system, integration and mobilization of
citizens, representation, structuring the populaiey aggregation of diverse interests, recruitregnt
leaders for public office, thus facilitating (norly® non-violent choice between individuals and
formulating choice between policy options. Theabak between these functions differ in line wita th
type of state (Garner 2012). Not all parties penf@ll these functions (Green 2007, McGregor 2010,
Shambaugh 2008).

The myriad of functions notwithstanding, the lemition of the political system remains the most
critical function of political parties. Exceptionabses are parties whose motive is to overthrow the
existing political order particularly those thateainterested in violent revolutions and not purguin
change through elections. Moreover, the way andnesampolitical parties carry out these roles is a
function of three variables: the constitutionalnfiwork within which they operate the specific nasib
systems of elections and the technologies availaltlieem (Garner 2012).

Typologies of political parties: Over the years, political scientists have devetbpolitical parties’
typologies in order to think more systematicallyoabtheir activities and to make more meaningful
comparisons.  Gunther and Diamond (2003: 173) ftated a party typology that took into
consideration the political parties in various cew of the world. It is anchored on the ways inahihi
and the degree to which parties organise themseAgssuch, they identified the elite-based parties
(which are traditional local notables and prevaksyecially in the 19th century; these partiesodtien
clientelistic in nature); the electoralist parti@ghis includes personalistic, catch-all and prograatic
parties); movement party (like left libertariamsp-industrial extreme right);ethnicity (exclusigthnic,
congress/ coalition movement); mass-based (relggialenominational, fundamentalist, nationalist:
pluralist, ultranationalist, socialist : class/massed, Leninist).

According to Palmer (2001), political parties takevariety of forms depending on their primary
objectives. In the catch-all parties, for instarités clear that the primary motive of the Repuafi and
Democratic parties in the United States is to viéttions. Each is characterized by a set of program
that it seeks to pursue but these parties couliyedisregard their programmes in their quest tm wi
elections. The same thing applies to the majortipali parties in the United Kingdom and Germany.
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Such categories of parties are usually classifeedach-all parties due to their readiness to rélax
ideological considerations in order to appeal Wide-range of electorates (Kirchheimer 1966).

The strength of catch-all parties lies in its dbilio exploit the centre of the political spectrand
generally avoid holding on to extremist positionatthave the tendency to create political apathgrgm

a large segment of voters. They show little conckmn their supporters and usually have loose
organizational structures. It is not everybody tfmtmally join catch-all parties and apart from ithe
faithfuls, many of their supporters do not attehdirt meetings. A small cadre of leaders manage the
affairs of the party on behalf of the entire pamgmbers and take crucial decisions in the naméeof t

party.

Arranged in a hierarchical order, mass-membershigegotee Parties is at the opposite end of theheat
all parties. Devotee parties are characterisedhieyexistence of explicit ideological objectives and
demand that their members strive consciously fax #tcomplishment of their stated objectives
(Duverger 1954). Some critical alliances could badenin their quest for power, but the primacy of
ideology over votes is sacrosanct. Their orgaropati structures are so strong with party leadetiagc
like high priests while party members are expettelelong to study groups which integrate them into
the organizational lives of the party and strengshheir sense of belonging.

It is important to stress that between the continwti the catch-all and devotee parties lies a plettof
other party arrangements (Janda 1980). Several 8adial Democratic parties of Europe, for instance
tried to establish mass-membership parties dedidatédoth socialism and democracy (Neumann 1956,
395-42). The government was responsible for theagament of economic ventures in the interest of the
generality of the citizens, but the country was democratically.

There are some political parties that focus on somreow issues. In Europe, the Green parties, for
instance, are specifically concerned with socia anvironmental issues. It is against this backgdou
that such parties are often referred to as sirgldimited issue parties. There is an alternatiymtogy
patterned along nine general programmatic orieariatin political parties globally. It is an offshoof

the model originally developed for Western Europesetting (Beyme 1985: 29-158). These are (1)
Liberal or radical party (2) Conservative Party (@ristian democracy (4) Socialism or social
democracy (5) Communism (6) Regional parties (7yifenmental parties (8) Nationalist parties (9)
Islamic parties.

Discussion/ Findings:
Historical background of Nigerian political parties

The first political party in Nigeria, the Nigeriadational Democratic Party (NNDP) was founded in
1923 following the introduction of the elective miple by the Clifford Constitution. The political
underpinning of the gesture as to legitimize th#oas of the colonialists by granting a limitedrfchise,
specifically two legislative seats for Lagos and dar Calabar. The emergence of the early political
associations was a reaction to the prevailing anstances of the colonial administration (Sklar )9&38
view of this, the NNDP which was founded by Sir bt Macaulay in 1923 had its operations restricted
to contesting elections for Lagos City Council.

The hegemonic dominance of the NNDP in electoratests in the country was later challenged by the
Lagos Youth Movement which later metamorphosech&oNigerian Youth Movement formed in 1934
and challenged the supremacy of the NNDP and wethitee seats allocated to Lagos for that year. The
increasing activities of the nationalist struggiéso gave rise to the emergence of the Nationah€ibu

of Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC) which was lateainged to the National Council of Nigerian
Citizens led by Herbert Macualay and later Dr NnaAmlkiwe (Omotola (2015).

In 1950, the Yoruba cultural group, the Egbe Omadava transformed into the Action Group and was
led by Chief Obafemi Awolowo. The northern socigdtgral organization, the Jamiyar Mutanen Arewa
was repackaged into the Northern Peoples’ Cong3€). In 1951, a faction of the NPC, made up of
mostly radical elements resident in Kano formed Nugthern Elements Progressives Union (NEPU).
Though regionally more prominent in their respestiights, these political parties dominated the
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political firmament in the First Republic (Dudle®a3). Their regional inclinations notwithstandirige
First Republic political parties displayed overwhalg commitment to nationalist struggle aimed at
ending colonial domination in one way or the otf@motola 2009).

It is instructive to state that the First Repubfiolitical parties manifested ethnic and primordial
sentiment to a monumental proportion and faileddepen democratic growth. This absence of national
commitment on the part of the parties contributadyart, to the collapse of the First Republic tigh

the coup of January 15 1966 (Dode 2010).

The Second Republic political parties could melaydescribed as 'old wine in a new wine skin'. Téis
apparently as a result of the fact that, thoughenparties came on board the political plane, theyew
just the reincarnation of the First Republic po#ti parties with a few new ones. The National Pafty
Nigeria (NPN) was a direct offshoot of the NorthéProples' Congress (NPC), the Unity Party of
Nigeria (UPN) was the reincarnation of the Actioro@ (AG) and the Nigeria Peoples Party (NPP) was
an offspring of the National Council of Nigerianti@2ens (NCNC). The relatively new entrants were the
Peoples' Redemption Party (PRP) and the Great idi§eoples' Party (GNPP).

After failing to meet the criteria for registratiaml978, the Nigeria Advance Party (NAP) was reyisd

in 1982 (Osaghae 1998). These parties took pattterpolitical wheeling and dealing, bargaining and
gamesmanship in the Second Republic with its attiehdbysmal rancour and acrimony, corruption and
profligacy (Yaqub 2002). There was a great deahtrnal party squabbles and inter-party antagosism
and coalition experiment until its overthrow in Reaber 1983 (Joseph 1987).

After a series of proscriptions of political pagtiand old stock politicians for alleged irregulastand
intransigence on the part of the political actarsneet the expectations of Babangida's regimeraasfa
democratic commitment was concerned, President iRatha established two political parties, the Social
Democratic Party (SDP) and the National Republieon@mtion (NRC) (Oyediran and Agbaje 1991).
Ideally, the SDP and the NRC were presumed to belagically-based parties with the SDP being a
little to the left' and the NRC being a 'little the right'. In actual sense, there was no palpable
ideological distinction between these parties (le¥894, Jinadu 1995, Omoruyi 2002).

Events later proved that President Babangida wéinsically not committed to the unequivocal
implementation of the transition programme as hs vezalcitrant to vacate power due to his alleged
ambition to civilianize himself and continue in pavas the Nigeria. Consequently, he annulled the Ju
12 1993 presidential election adjudged to be fregregularities and presumed to have been won by
Chief MKO Abiola of the SDP. The political imbroglwhich followed the infamous annulment forced
Babangida to step aside and handed over powehtoredly contingent political arrangement callbd t
Interim National Government ( ING) headed by Cliefiest Shonekan (Diamond 1997).

After pushing out the ING on November 17 1993, Gah&bacha later initiated a transition programme
which later turned out to be tailored towards half sransmutation agenda. Eighteen political
associations applied for registration but only fagaled through the process and were registerezteTh

were the Congress for National Consensus (CNC), Dbenocratic Party of Nigeria (DPN), the

Grassroots Democratic Movement (GDM), the NatioBahscience Party of Nigeria (NCPN) and the
United Nigeria Congress Party (UNCP) (Omotola 2015)

The activities of the above political parties aritlen political institutions were largely negated thg
undemocratic self-succession bid of Abacha andswah, forestall them from carrying out their
democratic roles effectively. Among the partiess tiNCP was more notorious in the execution of
Abacha's self-succession agenda even though daleofi eventually adopted him as their presidential
flag bearer in the ill-fated transition programnkis death in June 1998 ended the transition progess
Diamond, 1997, Dode 2010).

Of the nine political parties granted provisionagistration under Abdulsalami Abubakar's regimecivhi

succeeded Abacha, ony three eventually scaled dhrthe final registration process. These were the
Alliance for Democracy (AD), the All Peoples' Paf#PP) and the Peoples' Democratic Party (PDP).
More political parties were later registered af@vasanjo won the 1999 presidential election on the
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platform of the Peoples' Democratic Party (PDP)e PIDP dominated the political landscape due to the
inability of the fragmented parties to wrestle povwom it until 2015 when the All Progressives
Congress (APC) won the presidential election.

The Fourth Republic political parties have beenolwgd in intra/ inter party bickering, political
violence, defection, poor organization among othéeFhis retards their capacity to contribute
meaningfully to deepen Nigeria's democracy.

Implications/Conclusion

From the foregoing, it is evident that the problemeslevillingNigerian political parties are enormous
and, to that extent, they cannot contribute fundaaily to democratic sustenance. It therefore, beo
incumbent upon all stakeholders to identify thesgbjems and tackle them in order to reposition them
for effective performance. The most crucial problenthat of ideological deficit. Nigeria's Fourth
Republic political parties do not have classicaligtinct manifestoes. Their manifestoes cannot be
clearly distinguished from one another. Attempteuti be made by political parties to adhere to
particular ideologies. Party formation and operaishould be anchored on ideologies to enable them
serve as instruments of mobilization and conflicinagement as well as direct individual sense of
judgement (Omotola 2015).

It is mostly believed that institutionalization pélitical parties is good for a country's politicahbility
and they are what is aimed for because partiesriat rules can help to minimize factional confijobr
at least channel such conflicts in predictable waps often promote smooth leadership turnoversnk
when desirable, institutionalization is hard to ieegr deliberately, because to a certain extens &
product of time. Moreover, it may not be somethingt all party leaders would want to promote siitice
would be viewed as a threat to their own powereeisly when they have strong personal followirigs.
is, however, prescriptive.

Moreover, as a result of the elite’s quest for dphccumulation, the character of the contestois s
volatile and has assumed a warfare situation. fi&ssresulted in politically motivated killings, éefion
and godfatherism (Tenuche 2011). They manipuldiaigty and religion to suit personal and vested
interests and this negates party institutionalimat{Omotola 2015). The relevant authorities should
sanction erring political parties and politiciahattprofess parochial agenda.

The need for political education and value re-dgedan becomes paramount. Since parties cannot give
what they do not have, conscious efforts shouldm@e to ensure political parties embrace the
principles of internal party democracy in their ogi®ns. This will mitigate the problems ravaging
political parties in Nigeria and enable them to tdboite to democratic sustenance in the Fourth
Republic.
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